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"RewrrerbRexionen"

With the conming of a terrific windstorm, a gypsy cart
sakes ite appearance in Fournsau, a quiet little Louisiana village.
Georgio Kronjadi and his granddaughter, two Romanies who have fled a
gypsy camp because of an und;sirdble marriage planned for the girl
Lila, seek refuge at the Gurnette's, in Fourneau. The Gurnette family
consists of Antoine, a blacksmith, his wife, littls Raoul, and
Francois, a young man who is saving his money to become a minister .
or a doctor.

Lila's beauty and dancing instantly cause a furore in the

. *ittle village, ani when her jyrandfather fainte, the Gurnette's
eympathjes are aroused, and they prumiss the two gvpsies a home.

Gorgio and his granddaughter support themsslves with the
c0ppersmithfs trade in the little shack that—iae been provided for
them, but they are alwavs aon the alart far a sign of the gypsy pursuit,
because the penaliy for breakipg the traditions of the gypsies is death

Pietro, the gypay who loves Lila, discovers Gorgio
/in the woods. Gorgio draws his gun, but Pietro reminds the old man
that even if he is killed, others will follow the trail he has made t.
their hiding place. Gorgio nleads for seven days' grace in which to
return to the gypsy camp, and Pietro consents.

v The entire male popula tion of Fourneau are smitten
with Lila's charms, and she is the cause of’many a battle among the
nen. The women, naturally, hate hexr. &hé and Fszz:ia arevimmeneely
attracted to each other, altho he will not admit hee love.

Lila wines the woren o7exr when ghe saves the life of

little Raoul with a medicine m~ade o harbs.
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At the end of the seven days, Pietro egain comes upen
Gorgio. When he uiters the word. "Remember," and toeses his knife in
‘he air as he does so, Gorgio, whoes heart is weak, falle to the -
floor, dead. ;

After her grandfather’s death, Francois tells his father
:hat he wants to give Lila the savings he has put aside for his owa
sducation. He points out that she is alone in the world and that they
owe her recognition for savings Rroul's life. His father is surprised
-t his continued blindness, and asks: "Have you nothing else to offexr?”
Francois comes upon Lila covering her grandfather's grave
vith flowers, He offers her the bag of gold., She accepte it bitterly.
'“_;;;Ing she will buy »retty frocka for the dancé halls of New Orleans
with it. She returns home, packs up her belongings, throws the coina
to the children, and leaves. QLeMoyhe, a tanner in the aillage, and a
married man, who has long looked at Lila #ith lust, follows her #hen.
Ko discovers that she is going alone. Francols adnits to himgelf that
he has loved the Romani princess ainée the day the cyclone brought
her to town.
Madame LeMoyne and Frarcoie hear from the children that
LeMoyne and the gypsy 3irl have hoth gone in the same direction.
Francois starts off in purmuit running with his head bent againet the
wind of the oncoming a%torm. ‘He catches up with the two just as LeMoync
is trying to pursuade Lila to take shelter in a cebin, Francois licks
him, and sends him serambling. Lila throws herself into his arms and
offers her lips, byt he does no% kisa her. A flash of lightning sendc
them to a little cabin for shelter. Lila's eyes glow, her every
move and gesture spell invitation. Though the boy's dssires are
strong, his conscience is qtronger.- Lila is puzzled — Francoils is al-

- ost broken with emotion, Suddenly, Lila performs the gypsy wedding
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ceremony by putting the tonge on the floor, walking around the fire aid
over the tongs. Then she tells Francois that they are maxrfbd. - that

fate had decreed that theyv mate and that no mumblinge of ahy priest

nan make their union more holy. Francois still holds back at which the

girl gets angry. She says: "That's right! Take good care of your
»ink little soul --" and runs out into the rain, with the man after
her. :

Lelloyne, returning home beaten, meets Pietro and tells him
vhat the two are in the cs=bin alone. Piatro *hrows him aside and rung
75 &

Francois, orossing the bridge in pursuit of Lila, is

‘carried avay when the structure collapmes, caught in the wreckage. ' He

is stunned by a blow on ths forehead, and ias siﬁking rapidly, while
Pietro looks on calmly, beliewing that Fate has intervened in his
behalf. Lils, frantic at the sight, falls on har knees and prays for
divine help. £ flash of lightning fells a pine txce in the way of the
floating bridgs. Lila painfully nakes her way acrose it and drops
iown into the water hesids Francois. B8he is not sufficiently strong,
uowever, to be of any amssistance. Pietro rushes up and asks her if
she will come with mim 1f he helps. She saye: "Yes, anything, orly
burry."™ Pietro gste tham hoth ot on the bank, where Francois finally
kisses Lila without any ssnase of cortrition.

Pietro, 3zeing that he is out of it, leaves disconsolately
aNd the two lovers arec 1laft confassing their love to cach other.

Thz end,
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